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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-593
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Introduced by Council Member Dennis
Date of Introduction: 8/28/18
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: 8/30/18
Type of Action: Expression of opposition 
Bill Summary: The bill expresses the City Council’s opposition to the sale of JEA at this time. 
Background Information: The bill’s preamble states that during hurricanes and natural disasters JEA has shown it is an important part of Jacksonville’s ability to stay resilient. Jacksonville would probably not have been as high a priority it was reliant upon a large investor-owned utility company head quartered elsewhere.
Another value of JEA in the community is that it employs over 2,000 employees locally; its headquarters are located in the downtown area; JEA Board meetings are open to the public and afford public comment periods; electric, water and sewer rates is set locally by the JEA board and not the Public Service Commission in Tallahassee; and JEA’s Neighbor to Neighbor Program assists those in need with utility bill assistance. 
JEA also contributes monetarily and through partnerships with the City of Jacksonville. 

Policy Impact Area: No policy impact
Fiscal Impact: No cost to the city
Analyst: Distel
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